
Killeen Educators is looking 

for new campus leaders to 

serve as Association      

Representatives (AR’s) to 

help support KEA in its 

efforts to improve all KISD           

employees’ jobs and    

working conditions.  
 

The duties of a Campus 

Leader/Association      

Representative are to:  
 

1) Articulate the        

concerns of their  

constituents. 

2) Keep members     

informed of           

KEA/TSTA/NEA     

activities and issues. 

3) Promote membership 

in KEA and assist in 

membership drives. 

4) Hold campus-level 

Association meetings 

when needed. 

5) Help conduct KEA 

General Elections. 

6) Assist faculty       

members in resolving 

issues on campus. 

The position of AR is an 

important one. AR’s help 

resolve issues before they 

hit the grievance level. They 

also give input to guide 

issues and policies that 

KEA follows. Most          

importantly, Association 

Representatives help other 

KISD employees know they 

are not alone; that      

someone is there to help 

them. 

Training is provided. If you 

are interested in becoming 

an AR, email KEA or call 

Stacy at (254) 624-0162. 
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Are you interested in    

helping out but don’t want 

to take a leadership     

position? Well, don’t worry! 

Because there are LOTS of 

ways for you to help out!! 
 

KEA is looking for members 

to attend Board meetings, 

provide or write articles for 

this newsletter, editing and 

contributing to the KEA 

website, and more!!! 
 

All of these activities take 

very little time to do, and 

yet help provide KEA with 

the manpower to keep us a 

flourishing organization. 

If you’re interested in helping 

out, please email KEA or call 

Rick at (724) 388-2139. 
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THE SC O UT 

In the two years since the 
Sandy Hook Elementary 
School shooting in Newtown, 
Conn., schools across the 
country have become more 

serious about safety. 

They have bought familiar 
items l ike surveil lance      
cameras, panic buttons and 
key-card entry systems. More 
recent innovations include 
bulletproof whiteboards to 
help teachers shield students 
inside classrooms and a 
smartphone app that starts a 
school lockdown with the 
swipe of a finger. By 2017, the 
market for school security 
systems is expected to hit 
$4.9 billion, up from $2.7 

billion in 2012. 

One suggested strategy for 
preventing school tragedies is 
to delay attackers outside 
school buildings until law 
enforcement officers arrive at 
the scene. To that end, a start-
up company in Adams, Mass., 
called School Guard Glass has 
invented a strong glass     
intended to thwart intruders 
for a minimum of four to six 

minutes. 

For context, it took the first 
police officer about three 
minutes to get to Sandy Hook 
Elementary School after the 
initial 911 call, and, within the 
next minute, several more 
officers arrived. Once there, 
they discovered a gaping hole, 
created by gunfire, in a     

window next to the front door. 

The idea for School Guard 
Glass came just two weeks 
after the Sandy Hook shooting, 
which claimed the lives of 20 
children and six staff mem-
bers. Christopher Kapiloff, a 
co-owner of his family’s    
business, Kapiloff’s Glass, 
couldn’t shake his lingering 
fears about the dangers to 
other schoolchildren, not least 

his own. 

“For three days, I couldn’t 
sleep,” Mr. Kapiloff says of his 
reaction to the shooting. “I 
internalized it to a degree I’ve 
never internalized an event 

like that before.” 

Because he was in the glass-
installation business, it didn’t 
escape him that the Newtown 
killer had entered Sandy Hook 
by shooting through a window. 
A majority of the clients of 
Kapiloff’s Glass are busi-
nesses and schools, but for 
the last decade it has also 
teamed up with a materials 
lamination company, the LTI 

Group, which makes a variety 
of products, including a    
polycarbonate plastic coated 
with glass that is resistant to 
bullets and bomb blasts. 
Among their clients are federal 
agencies, including the FBI, 
NSA, the Department of Home-
land Security and the General 

Services Administration. 

“Our company has installed 
doors for the federal         
government that you could 
stand five feet away from with 
an AK-47,” Mr. Kapiloff says. 
“You could put 30 rounds right 
into the center of the glass 
and not one would penetrate 

the door.” 

Given his experience with 
schools and high-security 
buildings, Mr. Kapiloff took on 
the challenge he couldn’t 
shake from his mind: finding 
an affordable way to keep 
violent intruders out of schools 
for those crucial first few   

minutes. 

Working with the LTI Group, he 
began developing a thin glass 
that, while it can crack, stays 
intact when bullets or blunt 
objects like bats or sledge-

hammers strike it. 

In spring 2013, he and Jeff 
Besse, co-owner of the LTI 
Group, founded School Guard 
Glass. They began selling the 
glass early this year; so far, 
sales have totaled about 
$750,000, and the company 
has $1.25 million in orders for 

2015, Mr. Kapiloff says. 

The glass, which has a strong 
center, functions more like the 
bulletproof glass found in 
banks and other high-security 
buildings than the tempered 
glass that’s commonly used in 
car windows — or that        
crumbled into pieces at Sandy 
Hook Elementary School. But 
whereas bulletproof glass is 
typically thick, heavy and   
expensive, the School Guard 
Glass is relatively thin and 
lightweight. Bulletproof glass 
ranges from three-quarters of 
an inch to 3 3/4 inches in 
thickness; installing it in a 
door requires a door heavy 
enough to support the weight 
of the glass. The LTI Group 
and Kapiloff’s Glass sell such 
setups for $50,000 or more 
apiece — a price that’s       
prohibitively expensive for 

most schools. 

By contrast, School Guard 
Glass is a quarter-inch thick, 
and the price per door,     
including installation, is about 

$1,000 to $1,200. The glass 
is lightweight enough that it 
can be used to replace glass 
in existing doors and window 

panes. 

Mr. Kapiloff would not reveal 
the exact contents of the 
glass, except to say the secret 
ingredient is in the inner layer. 
“It’s very effective in mitigating 
blast damage,” he says, add-
ing that he has applied for 
several patents. But according 
to Jim Crumbley, an independ-
ent school security expert and 
a volunteer with the non-
profit  Security Industry       
Association, different schools 
require different safety    
measures. “If you have drug 
deals and gang activity in the 
school, a functioning camera 
system is a better investment 
than specialized glass on front 
doors,” he says. “You have to 
look at the whole system be-
fore you start implementing 

pieces here and there.” 

Focusing on daily threats, like 
a stranger trying to take a 
student out of school or crime 
from the local community 
spilling onto the campus, can 
be a better use of a school’s 
limited financial resources 
than preparing for a mass 

shooting, he says. 

To Philip Santore, a security 
expert, School Guard Glass is 
“a game-changer.” Mr. Santore 
was a co-founder of Ducibella 
Venter & Santore, which   
designs and engineers security 
programs. The firm oversees 
security at the new towers at 
the World Trade Center site 
and at the site of the new 
Sandy Hook Elementary 
School, scheduled to open in 

the fall of 2016. 

Several months ago, School 
Guard Glass hired an        
independent agency that   
specializes in testing ballistics 
resistance in glass. Mr. 
Santore observed the session, 
during which testers shot at 
the glass with an assault rifle, 
then threw bricks at it and 
struck it with various other 
weapons, including a two-by-
four, hammers, tire irons, a 
sledgehammer, an aluminum 
baseball bat and steel-toe 

boots. 

The glass held up for more 
than 10 minutes, according to 

Mr. Santore. 

“My job is to keep someone 
out of the building,” he says. 
“And that’s what this glass 

does.” 
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“My job is to 

keep someone 

out of the 

building. And 

that’s what this 

glass does.”  

 

Christopher Kapiloff peered through a pane of glass 
that had been tested by his company, School Guard 
Glass. The glass can crack when someone shoots at it 
or hits it with a bat or a sledgehammer, but stays 
intact. 

CreditMatthew Cavanaugh for The New York Times  

http://schoolguardglass.com/
http://kapiloffsglass.com/
http://www.ltisg.com/
http://www.ltisg.com/
http://www.siaonline.org/
http://www.siaonline.org/
http://dvssecurity.com/
http://dvssecurity.com/
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Killeen Educators Association will be holding elections for the following positions:  

 Representatives for the Region 2D House of Delegates (HoD), to be held February 28, 

2015 at TSTA Headquarters in Austin, TX. 

 Representatives for the Texas State Teachers Association House of Delegates (HoD), 

to be held April 10 & 11, 2015 in Frisco, TX. 

 General Election for the Offices of President, Secretary, ESP-at-Large, and 2nd Vice 

President (Unexpired Term) 
 

The Houses of Delegates serve as the governing bodies for the Region and State. Their 

function is to set policy, vote on issues and amendments to the state bylaws, and hold 

elections for State offices. Representatives for the respective HoD’s shall attend all  

meetings of the respective bodies and represent Killeen Educators Association by    

speaking to issues as needed, voting on issues, and casting ballots in the general      

election. 
 

Texas State Teachers Association Bylaws require proportional representation of both 

Education Support Personnel (ESP) and also minority representation. Mileage               

reimbursement is provided for both conferences. Lodging is provided for the State HoD. 
 

Requests to be placed on a ballot(s) may be done via hard copy or email. They MUST   

include your full name, the position you are running for, your position in KISD, and your 

current campus assignment. A copy of the election form can be found on the following 

page. 
 

To request via hard copy, please mail your ballot to: 
 

KEA ELECTION BALLOT PLACEMENT REQUEST 

1119 CHAUCER LANE 

HARKER HEIGHTS, TX 76548 
 

To request via email, please email killeeneducators@gmail.com  
 

THE DEADLINE for requesting to be placed on the ballot for the Region 2D HoD is January 

24, 2015. The election for Region HoD will be held Jan. 26-30 via SurveyMonkey. 
 

THE DEADLINE for requesting to be placed on the ballot for the Texas State Teachers   

Association HoD is February 14, 2015. Elections will be held February 16-20 via          

SurveyMonkey. 
 

THE DEADLINE for requesting to be placed on the ballot for the KEA 2015 General      

Election is March 1, 2015. The election will be held March 2-6 via SurveyMonkey. 
 

ALL RESULTS WILL BE POSTED ON THE KEA WEBSITE AND ALSO COMMUNICATED VIA 

EMAIL AND TEXT MESSAGE. 
 

This publication serves as public notice of election under Article VI, Section 2 of  the KEA 

Bylaws (Revised March 2014).  

mailto:killeeneducators@gmail.com?subject=2015%20BALLOT%20PLACEMENT%20REQUEST
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I 

Name:    

Address:    

City:  Zip Code:  

Phone:(             )  Work:  (             ) 

Phone: 

 

Positions Sought (Please check all that apply):   

Region HoD 

Delegate 

 State HoD 

Delegate 

 

ESP At-Large  2nd               

Vice-President 

 

President  Secretary  

Please explain below why you are seeking this position(s) 

[Optional]: 
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They do say that everything 

is bigger in Texas. This also 

proves true when it comes to 

the Legislature. The           

importance of the decisions 

they make is heightened 

because of the fact that they 

only meet every two years.  
 

Potential energy is a             

powerful thing. With 300 

members itself, KEA       

represents a powerful voting 

force for legislators to listen 

to. Add to that the tens of 

thousands of members in 

our parent organization 

TSTA, and you have a strong 

voice for education. 
 

But potential energy only 

represents possibility. In 

order for it to be realized it 

must be converted into  

kinetic energy. This means 

that we must make our 

voices heard, or lose our 

chance to affect policies that 

directly affect us in the  

classroom. 

Over the next few months as 

the Legislature meets there 

will be many voices talking to 

our legislators asking them 

to support and pass        

legislation that favors a   

particular interest. We owe it 

to ourselves as educators to 

make sure that the interests 

of educators are served and 

represented BY educators. 

There is no one else better 

suited to know our needs 

than us. But if we don’t 

make our voices heard; if we 

don’t ensure that our needs 

will be met, than our voice 

will be lost, and we will be 

left to grumble about a   

Legislature that doesn’t      

understand teachers;    

doesn’t  understand what we 

do, what we need, and what 

we deserve. 
 

A perfect example of that is 

found on the back page of 

this publication, where   

textbooks are being        

approved with political and 

ideological goals in mind, 

and not educational ones. 
 

There will be, in the coming 

months, calls to write or call              

Representatives, Senators, 

or the Lt. Governor and  

Governor. Please do not 

ignore these calls for action. 

Take the time to call or write 

these people to ensure our 

voices and needs are heard 

AND MET. Let them know 

they will be held accountable 

for their words and their 

votes.     

 

outrageous demands of our 

future leaders. 

When the time comes, we 

will out out a call, asking for 

your voices to be heard. Give 

us your personal stories, 

your successes, and even 

your failures, so that those 

who make our laws can 

learn from our experiences 

and mistakes. Together we 

can be the flood of truth that 

resonates against the 

stronghold and sets free 

once more the river of   

knowledge. 

 

 -Stacy Stoll  

As we start this new year, we 

hope that you have found 

satisfaction with your active 

positions in the district. It 

has been our pleasure to 

help those in need and  

encourage those with the 

fortitude to lead others in 

our quest for a better     

education system.  

As the new legislative      

session begins, it will be the 

strength and collective 

voices of our members that 

will provide the strongest 

offense against the strategic 

maneuverings of those that 

wish to downplay the       

importance of public       

education.  

As a member, you have the 

right to be actively involved, 

and we strongly recommend 

that those who can partici-

pate provide their expert 

opinion and testify to what is 

best for our students. Let’s 

not let those that don’t work 

in our trenches dam the flow 

of knowledge by mindlessly 

cutting budgets and creating 

“Let them 

know they 

will be held 

accountable 

for their 

words and 

their votes.”  
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By Rick Beaulé, KEA Secretary 
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Public school districts in 

Bell and Coryell counties 

have a common agenda 

they plan to push for  

during the 84th Texas 

Legislature, which starts 

Tuesday. 

In a Dec. 2 letter sent to 

Sen. Troy Fraser, several 

Central Texas area    

superintendents outlined 

the five main issues for 

this session: school   

funding, transportation 

funding, instructional  

materials allotment,    

fast-growth school district 

and facility costs and 

early childhood           

education. 

“With school funding, 

we’re basically asking the 

Legislature to restore 

funding to 2011 levels,” 

Belton Independent 

School District            

Superintendent Susan 

Kincannon said. 

In 2011, funding for public 

education received a 

deep cut. Although some 

funding has been        

restored, districts still 

receive less funding than 

they did in 2011,         

Kincannon said. 

“Almost $15 million of 

operating expenditures 

was reduced from the 

fiscal year 2012 district 

budget for the most part 

due to the 2011 state 

budget cuts,” Killeen ISD 

Interim Superintendent 

John Craft said in a   

statement. “Restoration of 

funds would allow KISD 

to provide additional   

academic opportunities 

and resources to students 

and staff in an effort to 

fully realize the district’s 

vision and goals.” 

Copperas Cove ISD   

Superintendent Joseph 

Burns also would like to 

see funding restored. 

With population increases 

since 2011 adding more 

students to Texas 

schools, he said         

taxpayers are shouldering 

a heavier burden as costs 

to educate students rise. 

But Temple ISD          

Superintendent Robin 

Battershell said an      

increase in funding this 

legislative session isn’t 

likely, especially with the 

lawsuit claiming the public 

school funding system is 

unconstitutional still in 

court. 
During 2014, District 
Court Judge John Dietz 
ruled the state’s public 
school funding system is 
unconstitutional. This 
ruling was appealed    
directly to the Texas   
Supreme Court and a 
ruling isn’t expected until 
late this year. 
 

Transportation funds 

Transportation funding 

changes have a greater 

possibility of passing the 

Legislature, Battershell 

said. The state’s       

transportation funding 

formula has not changed 

since 1984. 

“The formula was        

established in the ’80s 

and has not been        

updated since that time. 

There’s been no         

adjustment for inflation,” 

Kincannon said. 

In the past five years, 

Killeen ISD spent nearly 

$39.2 million on          

transportation costs. 

Cove ISD spent more 

than $7.9 million, Belton 

ISD spent $14.2 million, 

and Temple ISD spent 

$8.8 million, officials said. 

“In 1984, the price of   

diesel was a little more 

than a $1 and a new 

school bus cost about 

$42,000. Now diesel 

regularly costs more than 

$3 per gallon and new 

school buses regularly 

cost between $92,000 

and $110,000,” Burns 

said in a statement. 

“Those cost increases 

have been placed upon 

local taxpayers as state 

funding has not kept up 

with the cost of education 

over the years.” 

Battershell agreed. “It’s 

incredible how much 

money school districts 

pick up.” 
Since transportation costs 
affect all school districts 
in the state, Battershell 
said getting revisions to 
the formula has a good 
chance for passage this 
session. 
 

Full-day pre-K 

In early childhood        

education, the districts 

are asking that funding be 

reinstated for full-day 

prekindergarten. The 

funding was cut in 2011. 

Killeen and Belton ISD 

still provide full-day pre-K, 

however, Cove and   

Temple do not. 

In Killeen, “the district 

elects to fund the        

program for a full day,” 

Craft said, explaining the 

state pays for a half-day 

of pre-K and the district 

covers the rest because it 

“realizes the importance 

and benefits of early 

childhood education and 

the need to prepare   

English Language   

Learners, educationally 

disadvantaged, homeless 

and/or military dependent 

students for the primary 

years of education.” 

Craft said if the state  

covered the full day, the 

district would be able to 

spend the money        

currently allocated to   

pre-K elsewhere,        

enabling it to enhance 

and possibly add other 

programs for students. 
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“Although 

some funding 

has been        

restored, 

districts still 

receive less 

funding than 

they did in 

2011…”         

From the Killeen Daily Herald—M. Clare Haefner, Herald Staff Writer 

(Con’t on next page) 
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Copperas Cove ISD only  
offers half-day pre-K to 3- and 
4-year-olds. If funding was 
restored, Burns said the   
district would expand to a full 
day. “So much more can be 
accomplished with children in 
the early years of education, if 
time permits,” he said. 
“Research reminds us that 
about 75 to 80 percent of 
everything a person learns in 
life happens in the first five 
years. This time is critical for 
students to develop skills that 
can help ensure their success 
in school and in life.” 

Other priorities 

Fast-growth school districts 

and facility costs matter 

greatly to Belton ISD. Belton 

ISD is one of 97 fast-growth 

school districts in the state. 

Currently, when districts are 

required, due to enrollment 

growth, to build new facilities, 

districts must go to the local 

taxpayers. The districts    

requested the New            

Instructional Facilities        

Allotment be restored. 

The districts also are asking 

for increases in the            

Instructional Materials       

Allotment. This allotment was 

created in 2013 when the 

state eliminated the process 

of sending school districts 

textbooks based on          

enrollment numbers. The 

Instructional Materials       

Allotment allowed for school 

districts to use a variety of 

resources, including           

technology, for instructional 

materials, Kincannon said. 

“However, it’s inadequate to 

meet our needs,” she said. 

Temple ISD also is pushing 

for more funding for career 

and technology education 

equipment, Battershell said. 
“The equipment for         
manufacturing is very        
expensive,” she said. 

The 2015 Representative Assembly (RA) of the National Education Association will be held     

July 1-6 in Orlando, Florida. The President, per KEA Bylaws, is an automatic selection for          

attendance to the  RA. Additional delegates may be allocated in the following ways: 

1) Local elections: NEA guidelines state that a local must have at least 76 members to be       

eligible to elect a local delegate. 

2) Cluster elections: Eligible spots not filled by locals may also be filled through a statewide     

at-large cluster election. 

Information about this election will be posted at a later date. The KEA Executive Board wishes to 

inform you that reimbursement costs to this conference are not yet guaranteed. Members may 

be responsible for the full cost of attendance and transportation. Reimbursements and         

Compensation will be decided on after the State House of Delegates in April. 

Upcoming KISD Board   
Meeting on January 13. 

 

SPECIAL KISD Board     
Meeting on January 20. 

 

Plan to attend and wear 

BLUE.  



Killeen Educators  

Association is a 

local association 

affiliated with the 

Texas State 

Teachers           

Association and 

the National    

Education          

Association.      

We provide     

support and      

encourage         

advocacy by   

educators with a 

goal to empower 

them to stand up 

and be heard.  

that his report had come in so 

late, saying they hoped         

publishers would respond on 

their own accord. 

Another speaker said she 

thought one textbook published 

by Cengage Learning — which the 

board later decided to exclude 

from its approval list — illegally 

invoked the Common Core, a 

national initiative to set uniform 

academic standards in public 

schools that the Texas           

Legislature banned last year and 

conservatives often bash for 

perceived liberal bias. That led to 

a motion to approve all social 

studies materials except for 

Cengage, which board members 

later dropped amid concerns that 

they might approve content they 

haven’t reviewed with publishers 

still responding to change     

requests. 

A few scholars reiterated concern 

about the textbooks’ emphasis 

on the influence of Moses and 

Christianity upon the founding of 

the nation, but were asked    

almost no questions. 

The board has given publishers 

an indefinite amount of time to 

respond to public comments. 

Some of their revisions were 

posted online as late as Tuesday, 

which is why Chairwoman     

Despite months of debate, the 

State Board of Education failed 

to grant  preliminary approval 

Tuesday to new history and so-

cial  studies textbooks for Texas 

public schools with a third of its 

members voting no and nearly as 

many abstaining. 

The failed preliminary vote came 

amid a fresh wave of concern 

about bias in the textbooks from 

across the political spectrum 

with new requests for revisions, 

and responses from publishers, 

continuing to roll in despite sub-

mission deadlines the board set. 

The nearly four-hour public hear-

ing Tuesday, for example, was 

somewhat dominated by the 

conservative group Truth in 

Texas Textbooks, which        

submitted a 469-page report in 

October — a month after a Sept. 

5 submission deadline —       

requesting publishers make 

hundreds of changes. 

The group’s chairman,             

San Antonio tea party activist Roy 

White, who also leads the local 

chapter of a national              

organization dedicated to fighting 

extremist Islam, told the board 

the textbooks did not adequately 

portray Islam as violent. Several 

members applauded White for 

his efforts and lamented the fact 

Barbara Cargill said she chose to 

abstain from the vote. Three 

other Republicans abstained, 

and all five Democrats voted no. 

“I want to read those first,” Car-

gill said. “For me, what’s really 

important is that they stand firm 

on our rich religious heritage and 

the benefits of the free         

enterprise system.” 

Despite the failed preliminary 

vote, the education board still is 

set to take a final — likely tense 

— vote on textbooks and dozens 

of related digital learning       

materials for all subject areas on 

Friday. 

Cargill said she thinks all the fine 

arts and mathematics           

instructional materials, including 

textbooks, will be approved at 

that meeting and “at least some” 

of the social studies instructional 

materials. 

Others who abstained noted the 

vote was nonbinding. 

“It’s no big deal,” said District 11 

board member Patricia Hardy of 

Fort Worth. Hardy said she 

wanted to be sure textbooks 

accurately described the U.S. as 

a “constitutional republic” rather 

than a “democracy,” a concern 

another speaker raised during 

the public hearing. 
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